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Songs for
GUITAR & LELE

HELPFUL MUSIC THEORY Epf Folk Music
CHORD PROGRESSIONS &[CHARTING
PARTS OF A SONG |
UKULELE CHORDS
GUITAR CHORDS

ROCK OF AGES

THREE LITTLE BIRDS
LION SLEEPS TONIGHT
WALTZ ACROSS TEXAS - -
YOU AINT GOING NOWHERE
HAVE YOU EYER SEEN THE RAIN
ORPHAN GIRL

LITTLE LIZA JANE
TENNESSEE WALTZ |
FADED LOVE /
SWEET ROSYANNE

BAD MOON

LITTLE BOXES

WILDWOOD FLOWER

OLD JOE CLARK o
LITTLE BIRD OF HEAVEN




Helpful Music Theory for Folk Music

Musical Alphabet

ALL SEIMTONES: one fret at a fffne (cRjomatic scale)
This is how a capo chdfiges the

*"E F F ¢G

Gb

G~G" A A" B Cc

Ab Bb Db

G" = Ab # SHARP raises a n@te ongfsemitone, b FLAT lowers

The MAJOR SUALE
TONE = 2 senjitones =p frets
The scale is where you find ghe melofly & harmony notes.

TONE TONE SEMITONE TONE SEMITONE

C D E( F B C
G A Bl C F" G
D E F| G " D
A B D G' A
E F* G' A D E
B C’ D' E A" B
F G A B E F
B C D E A Be
E» F G A D E»
Ab B» C Dy G A
D E» _F G C D
Gv Ap by Co F G
\K\
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Chord Progression
The sequence in measures.

To choose which chords are in the key take the major sfale andjmake each note the root of a chord.

imor O6%syminor 7 is diminished or b7
B° B»

1=key 1,4,5 are Major 2,3 are major or
C=key C,F,G Dordm,Eore

Key is the sense of resolution.
Key is chosen by the lead singer so that the song’s mefody fifs best into their range. Every singer has a
best key for each different song. Some keys are easiefthan ofhers for musicians.

Common chords are the MAJOR chords:

wEoNeRe N
o> O Q i

—

A measure is the number of beats in the'thythmic count.

'I
4/4= JJJ| 4 beats per measure / J
3/4= JJ. 3 beats per measure § J

6/8 = 22220 J-P 6 beats per measurg / £’ gets a beat

Examples of a chord progression And CHORD CHARTS. ..

4/4 \
Part A Time: 3/4 Key: D
Glill G C G

1 .
C G 2A D i V & C & Solos:

A-D G |l
gart B c G G 131l 1 4 4
D D G G-G, 1 1 5 >
C C G G | | 4 4
D D G G | 5 | |
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Music is has three elements /..
Tuning, Timing &

PARTS OF A SONG

Intro: How you start a song. Some songs start by
have an instrumental intro, some short like @ 1
-

acapella singing. -

silent count-in then singing, some
ental turn-around or long with

Verses: More than one. A part ¢f the song that tells the o
musical form but changing the lyrics.

through repeating a

: | o
Chorus: Repeated section of sofg that maintains the s
most memorable part of the sopg.

'

musical format & lyrics,

Solo (Break): 2 things: a sglo can be in a choir where dpe person sings alone. In band
style music a solo 1s when there 1s no singing and an instfpment is featured for a specific
length of time, usually over a verse, chorus or turn around\form.

1

Turn around: the length of repeating the last line of the ¢
Bridge: new lyrics, new musical structure that happens onl )ﬁnce in a song

Outro: How you end the sdnngften with a vocal or insts 'ﬁlent turn around.
3 /

o

~ > 7
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UKVLELE GHIORDS
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Basic Guitar Chords

Basic must know chords
Amal‘or A7 A minor B/

L A X e o 9 e ® o o

01230 X 01020 X 03 210 0 213 0 4
C major c7 D Major D Minor
* reEsrE——— *
. 4
¢ % (K e
3 20 X 3 2 4 0 0123 X X023

7 EMBﬂ E7 E minor
TSI R T S
? o0 D ®9
b S | TR RS IRES- 023 100 0:2-8- %00 0 23 00
Fma? Gnﬁor G7
& 3 ]
i | ]
X 03211 32000 4 32000 1

copyright 2009 Guitar-gkill-builder com
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Rock of Ages
Gillian Welch

This version is based on using one cho
melody create tension against it.
SCALENOTES:A B C D E F# G

Aminor, and letting the

Am
Round, round wanna go round, wannad see the rock of ages
When my body gives out, gonna gead [the final pages

ld meet her
¢ on and greet her

Oh my mother is gone she told me [ sh
Some day streets of gold gonna guide

Solo once over form
]

-

Once my father sat down gtﬁa told me o
Mathew, Mark, Luke and i‘J ohn they’re gone

Chorus (change final to gospel pages)

/
40 days had set when’Moses come a shouti

Chorus

Solo once over form X 2
Chorus (gospel pages)
Chorus (final pages)
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Three Little Birds
Bob Marley 4/4  KEY OF A

A
Don’t worry about a thing
D
Cause every little thing gonnagbe plright

A = e
Rise up this moming smile with thé\rising sun
A | D
Three little birds sits by my door
A /
Singing sweet songs of melodies pure and true
D A

Sayin this my message to you

Part 1: Part 2: /
A A A A A A E

D D A A A A D ‘,./D

A A A A A Ay E#» E

D D A A D D A A
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The Lion Sleeps Tonight

Soloman Linda (Zulu song Mbube)

Start slow with shakers and animal noises, nighttime in the j
Drone a note

Add droning harmony notes

Begin softly one ukulele strumming the rhythm and ch
Some go from drone notes to strumming building rhyt
Start with wimowehs

Wimoweh or wimba way 2x through fo Ikc F G Gl

In the jungle the mighty jungle the lion Sleep§ tonight
Wimoweh or wimba way

e lion sleeps tonight

-

Near the Village the peaceful village

Wimoweh or wimba way
Hush my darlin don’t cry myli darlin the lion sleeps jtonhight
Hush my darlin don’t fear my’r darlin the lion slee

I/.'
Wimoweh or wimba way /

4/4

lkc F G G
ber System: uses the

ajor scale to show which
hords and notes fall in the key.

[l 1 4 1 50

\ £71 is the key.
-\ //
~ - 7 1 2 345678
C de F G ab C
G abC De G
D e G A Db D
A bcD E f& g¢ A
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Waltz Across Texas

Wh1en we danced together my worlds in diiguise

It’s a fairyland tale that’s come ti’ue

And when you look at me with those stsars ny

I could waltz across Texas with ;/ou

1 5

Waltz across Texas with you in my arms

Waltz across Texas Withlyou

Like a story book ending I’m lf)st in your ¢harnis
1

I could waltz across Texas with you

My heart aches and troubles are just-up and gone™
The moment that you come in vietw

And with your hand in mine dear'I could dance on and on
I could waltz across Texas with you

Chorus /
/
/
A/‘,

3/4

umber System: uses the

ajor scale to show which
hqrds and notes fall in the key.
1/&! the key.
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You Ain’t Goin” Nowhere
Composed by: Bob Dylan

1 2m
Clouds so swift rain won't lift Chord Progression
4 1 Time: 4/4
Gate won't close railings froze The whole song repeats
the chord progression
2m
fet your mind off V\?ntertlme 1 m 4 1

You ain’t goin’ nowhere Number System: uses the
major scale to show you
which chords fall in the
key, and 1 is the key.

1 2 3 45 6 7 8
D Em G A

G Am CD

C Dm F G

Whoo-ee Ride me high
Tomorrow’s the day

My bride’s gonna come
Oh, oh, are we gonna fly
Down in the easy chair!

gut -
| don’t care how many letters the;? sent
Morning came and morning went
Pick up your money and packkup your tent
You ain’t goin’ nowhere

Buy me a flute and a gun thaf'shoots
Tailgates and substitutes

Strap yourself to the tree with roots
You ain’t goin’ nowhere *

Genghis Khan he could not keep

All his kings supplied with sleep

We'll climb that hill no matter how steep
When we get up to it
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Have You Ever Seen The Rain

John Fogerty
Key: C

117 bpm

4/4

Intro:

6m 4 1 5 1 1

1
Someone told me long ago
There’s a calm before the storm
5 1

I know, i1t’s been comin for some time
When it’s over so they say
It will rain a sunny day

5 1
I know, shining down like water

Chorus

4 5 ' 1/ 6m 5
I wanna know have you evér seen the rain

4 5 1 1/7maj  6m 5
I wanna know have you eve} seen the rain

4 5 / 1
Coming down on a sunny day

Yesterday and days before

Sun is cold and rain is hot

I know, been that way for all my time
Feel forever on it goes,

Through the circle fast and slow

I know, it can’t stop, I wonder

1
ulber System: uses the
ajor scale to show which
hqrds fall in the key, and
il&! the key.

=
V)]

1 6
Chorus X 2 \ s C
= me #O
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Orphan Girl
© Gillian Welch

1 5
I am an orphan on God’s highway
1
But I’ll share my troubles if you’ll go myyway
1 5 1
I have no mother, no father, no sister no Brothfer
1 5 1
[ am an orphan girl

I have had friendships pure and golden
But the ties of kinship I have not kno

I am an orphan girl -
Oh When he calls me I will bé able
To meet my family at God’s table
I’ll meet my mother, my fath'?r, my sister, my bro
No more an orphan girl /

1/.
Blessed Savior, make me,,-ﬁﬁililling
Be my family till I’'m with them
Be my mother, my father, my sister my brother
[ am an orphan girl

)Number System: uses the
major scale to show which

/, chords and notes fall in the key.
/1 1s the key.

: //" 1 2 3456 78
. - W C de F GabC
G abC De G
D et G Ab D
A bcD E f& g¢ A
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Little Liza Jane

A Part
1 1 1 1
1 1 5 1
B Part
1 4/1 1 1
1 4/1 5 1

- -

Oh Eliza, Ii'l Liza Jane (2X)

Come my love and live wiﬂih me...li'l Liza Jane
I will take good care of thee...li'l Liza Jane
/

Oh Eliza, li'l Liza Jane (2x)

House and a lot in Baltimore...Ii"l Liza Jane
Lots of children running out the door...li'l Liza\Jane

Oh Eliza, li'l Liza Jane (2x)

| Number System: uses the
; major scale to show which

Bumble bee is out to sip... li'l Liza Jane hords and notes fall in the k
. . . / cnords and notes 1all 1 the KCy.
Takes my sweet tea fljom her lip... li'l Liza Jang 1 is the key.
Oh Eliza, li'l liza Jane {2x) yd 12345678
. FOEE. < C de F G abC
G abC DefrG
D e 6t G A b D
A bccD E f& g¢ A
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Tennessee Waltz

1 Lyrics By : Redd Stewart
. . . Musi P Ki
I was dancing with my darling usic by Pee Wee King
4
Chord Progression
To the Tennessee waltz Time: 3/4  Key:
1 _ 5 Intro Turnaround
When an old friend I happened to see 1 1 1 4
| 1 5 1 1
I introduced him to my loved one &
4 1 1 1 4
. . 1 1 5 5
And while they were dancing 1 1 1 4
1 5 1 s 11
My friend stole my sweetheart from me Chorus:
1 5 4 1
1 5 4 1 1 5 5
I remember that night and the Tennesseejwalt . . . 4
S 1 5 1 1
Only you know how much I have lost.._J
1 4

Arrangement

I lost my little darling the night,"fhey were playing Intro over Verse & Chorus

1 5 1 | Verse
The beautiful Tennessee waltz | Chorus
| solo over A Part
/ Sing B Part
Fiddle out once through
Alternate Chord Progression A
A part
1 1 17 4 \
1 6m 2 5 \
1 1 17 4
1 1 1 J
,Number System: uses the
/ major scale to show which
B Part R " chords and notes fall in the key.
1 3 4 1 \ /,_ “1is the key.
1 6m 2 5 /
1 1 L 4 ~ - 7 1 2 345678
1 1 1 C de F G abC
G abCDe¢efG
D e G ADb cD
A bcD E f& g¢ A
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Faded Love

D G Chord Progression
As I 'look at the letter that, you wrote e ey D
D A 1 1 4 4
It’s you that I am thinking of oo
D G 1 5 1 1
As I read the lines that to me were s@ sweet
D A D

I remember our faded love

Chorus:
D G

I miss you Darlin’ more and more everyday
D = LW

As heaven would miss the stars above

D 1" G
With every heartbeat I still think of you
D A D

And remember our faded love

I think of the past and all the pleasures we

As I watched the mating of the dove

It was in the springtime that you said goodby

I remember our faded love

,Number System: uses the
/ major scale to show which
" chords and notes fall in the key.

\ £ 1isthe key.
N » .
~ - 7 1 2 3456738
C de F G ab C
G abC De G
D e G A Db D
A bcD E f& g¢ A
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Sweet Rosyanne

1

Oh Rosyann Sweet Rosyanne
57

Bye bye my Rosyanna

I’m going away but not to stay
1

And I won’t be home tomarra

1
Bye bye bye bye bye bye bye bye
57

Bye bye my Rosyanna
Bye bye bye bye bye bye bye by
1

And I won’t be home tomarra
Sweet Rosyanne my darlil':l"".' child
Bye bye my Rosyanne |
Sweet Rosyanne my darlin’ child
And I won’t be home tomz'arra

/
The steam boat coming/ around the bend
Bye bye sweet Rosyanne
She’s loaded down with harvest men
Bye bye sweet Rosyanne

Time : 3 JNumber System: uses the
Z / major scale to show which
X " chords and notes fall in the key.
Verse & ChOI’US\ y 1 is the key.
11 1 1T /
) . 5 5 O - 7 1 2 345678
C de F G abC
5 5 5 5 G abC DefG
5 5 1 1 D et G ADb ctD
A bcD E f& g¢ A
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Bad Moon Rising

By: Credence Clearwater Revival

Chord Progression
Time: 4/4 Key: D

1 5 4 1
. . Intro:

I see a bad moon arising L suo1 1
5 4 1 v.

I see trouble on the way 1s/4 11
5 4 1 1 5/4 1 1

1 5/4 1 1

I see earthquakes and lightenin 1 s5/4 1 1

5 4 1 Chorus:

I see bad times today

4

Don’t go out (around) tonight
1

It’s bound to take your 1ilife

5 4 ) 1

There’s a bad moon o the rise

f

Turn around
5 4 1 1

Arrangement

Intro turn around form
Verse 1
Chorus
Verse 2
Chorus

Solo over verse
Verse 3
\ Chorus
\ Chorus

I hear hurricanes a blowing
I know the end is coming soon
I fear rivers over flowing

I hear the voice of rage and ruin ;' Number System: uses the

major scale to show which
A chords and notes fall in the key.
Hope you got your 'thegs together L is the key.

Hope you are quite prepated to die /'/

1 2345678
1 ? 1 C de F G ab C
Looks hk.e we’re in for nasty weather ol gt
One eye is taken for an eye D cfGAb oD
A bcD E f& g¢ A
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Little Boxes
Malvina Reynolds

1

Little Boxes on the hillside

Little boxes made of ticky tacky
57 1

/
And the boys go into busidess and marry and raie & family
And they’re all get put in boxes little boxes all th shme
There’s a green one and a pink one and a blue and\a yellow one
And they’re all made out of ticky tacky and they al{ ook just the same
\

umber System: uses the
Jmajor scale to show which
/ chords and notes fall in the key.

% Verse & Chorus
1 1 1 1

1 57 1 57 - (57) / 1is the key.
1 1 1 1
\ 4 1 2 345678
1 57 1/57 1 ~ — ” C de FGabC
G abC De fxG
D et G A b c#t D
A bcD E f& g¢ A
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Wildwood Flower

| 5

Oh, I'll twine with my mingles and wavin
5 1

With the roses so red and the lilies so fai

The pale amaleader and eyes look like blue

Oh he taught me to love him and call hi§ flower

That bloomed just to cheer him through life’s dreary hour
When I woke from my dreaming, my idol was clay

All portion of love had all flown away;

He taught me to love him and premised to
And To cherish me over all others above
How my heart is now Wond'rﬁng no mis'ry can tell
He's left me no warning, no words of farewell
l

Oh I'll dance, I will sing an(}",my laugh shall be
[ will charm every heart, i,;ﬂ"'his crown [ will swa
Oh, I long just to see him regret the dark hour
He loved then neglected his pale wildwood flowe

Repeat First Verse

,Number System: uses the
/ major scale to show which
'/ chords and notes fall in the key.

\ £ 1isthe key.
4 » .
~ - 7 1 2 345678
C de F G ab C
G abC De G
D e G A Db D
A bcD E f& g¢ A
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Old Joe Clark

E

A
Old Joe Clark he built a house 15 gtories;high

E A
ed with chicken pie

G

A Part VERSE |
A A A E /'
A A A/EA /
B Part CHORUS

A A A G
A A A/E A
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Little Bird of Heaven

Reel Time Travelers

I lit out from your back door, kicked an ol@ can fifty miles or more
Written right there on the side of the can
There's a little bird of heaven right here ig‘your

I looked up, and I looked back, walked a hundred miles on the railroad track
All's I can tell from where I stand
There's a little bird of heaven right here fn my hand

So toss it up, or pass it round, pay mihd tofwhat you're carryin' round
Oh, keep it close, hold it while you c
There's a little bird of heaven right here in your hand

a
Well love, they tell me is a fragile-thing, its.
I lost my ticket to the promised land
There’s a little bird of heavelﬁ right here in my han
i

ard to fly on broken wings

Fallen hearts and fallen leaves, starlings light on tfie/broken trees
I find we all need a place to land
There's a little bird of heayén right here in your hand

IFC F C Am
C F C »nGcC c
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